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Tender Advice, /—;r— 
Friends a4 Bzethren 
AMERICA. 


* _ Or elſewhere; 


To live in the Iruth, that they may ſhew 
forth the Virtue and Effe&s of it in a 
Holy Life. 


.—_—— 


By your Friend and Brother in the Truth, who Travels 
For Sion's Proſperity, 
| William Bingley. 
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r Pet. 5. 3. Bring Enſamples to the Flock. 
Tpheſ. 5.1, 2. And Be ye therefore Followers of God, as dear 
Children, and walk in Love, as Chriſt alſo hath loved xs. 
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Printed by Andrew Sowle : And ſold at the Three-Keys in 
Nags-Head-C wrt in Grace-Church-Stret, 168g, 
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TESTIMON y_ 


And wholeſome Advice concerning 


MARRIAGE. 


Arriage 15 honourable in ali, and the Bed undefiicd, 

M and.it is Gods Ordinance, and is not to be torbicden, 

and' whom God joins together no Man js to pur 
aſunder ;_ and this is the Marcjage that hath a Bleſſmg, thar 
minds Gods Joining, and Gods Ordinance ; ; and the pcople 
of God were to practice it in all Ages, and the Faithſu! did 
obſerve and do it: As Abrahary, the Father and Pattern of the 
Faithfu!, charged his chict Servant /to co to his own People, 
and take a Wite for his Son /aac; and {aid, the Lord God of 
Heaven and Farth ſhall fend his Angel before thee ; and his 
Servant ( at Gods appointment ) took Rebekah, and Jſaac 
brought Rebekah to his Mothers Tent, and took her to 
Wite, Gen. 24. So here was Gods Ordinance and Gods Join- 
- ing. And 7aac did not go contrary to God and his Fathers 
mind to take a Wife of the Daughters of Canaan, nor had a 
Prieft to marry them; and Zaac was blefſed of God, and he 
gave him Facob and Eſau : And Eſau deſpiſed his Birth righr, 
and married of the Daughters of the Z71#7ites, which grieved 
his Father and his Mother, Gen. 26..35. So Eſau went from 
Gods Joining, and prieved his Parents, and Rebekah ſaid to 
Iſaac, it Faceb take a Wife of the Daughters of the Land, 
ſuch as theſe be, what good will my Lite dome? Ger. 24.46. 
SO 
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bleſſed him abundantly. And the So 
their Siſter to marry with a Stranger thouphthe'w 
Prince. And'the Fews which were thi Offfpring of _43r: 
ham, Iſaac, and'Faceb, were not to join in Marriage with other. 
People; as it is written, thou ſhalt not-take their Davghters © 
to thy Sons, nor give thy Daughters to; their Sons; forthey 
will turn your Hearts from the Lord after, other Gods,” Dev. 
7. 3- Joſ- 13. 12.. So here you may ſee, ; according to Gods 
Ordinance, there is a power in. Parents in giving their Dauph- 
rers in Marriage, and in taking Daughters to their Sons ; 
they have a part in their Children to. give and'takein caſe of 
Marriage. And when the Fews did'mix in Marriage with : 
other People, rhey corrupted them,and drew them from God, 
and kindled his Anger apainſt them,. as you may ſee, Numb. 
25. Where the young men took the Daughters of Hoab,which 
kindled Gods anger, and many of them diced, and a-great 
breach was made till Phinehas ſtood in the Gap, and ſtopped 
thoſe proceedings, 'and turned away Gods Wrath ; and theſe 
went from 'Gods Ordinance and from Gods Joining,and went 


from the good example of their Fathers, Abrabaw, Iſaac and 
| Facob, 
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Facob, And you may ſec that 
king of Strangers tutned his Hearr'to worſhip Idols, for which 
the Lord rentthe Kingdom from-him, only left him a Lamp 
in 1/raet for: David tis Fathers fake : And you may ſee in all 
; of the Fews revolting from God, for the moſt 


Dx 


; the chicf reafort was their matching in Marriage with 
other People, as in Nehemzah and Ezra, where you may ſee 
che Fews had taken Strangers of the Daughters of ".4/þded, 
Which grieved: the Lord and his Servants Ezra and Nehemzab: 
So here you ſee:they went from Gods Ordinance and Gods 
Joyning. And the Apoſtle faith to the Church, be nor unc- 
qually yoked,” a Believer with an Unbeliever, he accounts ir 
as Lightand Darkneſs, as Chriſt and Belial, as the Temple 
of God-.and Idols; 2 Cor. 6. for Believers in the Light of 
Chriſt Jeſus are the Called of God,and the Seed of 4braham, 
and the Temple of God, and his Sons and Daughters, and 
are Heirs of the Promiſe in the New Covenant, and are Jews 
in Spirit, and have the Circumciſion of the Spirit made with- 
out Hands, and are under the Law of the New Covenant 
which God#hath written in their Hearts; and ſuch cannor 
Join to'giye-or take in Marriage, with any Set or fort of 
Perſons or People that believe not in the Light of Chriſt Je- 
ſus, with whichhe hath enlightned every Man that comes 
into the: World ; nor believe not in the Grace of God, bur 

turn it into- Wantonneſs; nor in the Law of the New Cove: 
 hant which is written in the Heart according to Gods Pro- 
mile: And'do not worſhip God in Spirit, but in ſome form, 
without the Power of God ; neither have received the Cir- 
cumciſion of the Spirit to circumciſe their Hearts and Ears, 
ſuch the Seed of AZraham muſt not Join with in Affinity of 
Marriage, nor take their Daughters to their Sons, nor give 
their Daughters to their Sons; for you ſee it is contrary to 
Goas Ordinance, and contrary to the Svirit of Abraham, 
A 2 | RY” Taac , 
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Solomon a Wiſe King, his ta- 
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Iſazcand Jaceb, which were great Fathers and Patterns; and 
all the true Believers in Chrilt Jeſus are to follow their ſteps 
in the New Covenant, and will charge their Sons and Daugh- 
ters that they joyn not-n. Marriage-with any,” but amongſt 
their own People, that are Worſhipers'of Godin Spirit, and 
Children of. ſuch Believers as be of. Faith and Society with- + 
them, in the Worſhip and Service of God ; and ſuch Chil- - 

dren as fear God, and are reverent and obedient to Parents, 
which all are obliged to by rhe Law of the firſt Coyenant, 
and by the Law of Chriſt Jeſus, and by the DoCtrine of the 
Apoſtles; I fay ſuch Children will keep their Parents Charge. 
as Iſaac and Facob did, and not grieve and vyex their Parents” 
as Eſau cid his Father and his Mother, in marrying with the 
Daughters of Strangers : for ſuch Parents as are of Zaac and 
Rebekah's Spirit are thuch concerned in this Caſe, and cannot 
but grieve when their Children joyn in Marriage with fuch as 
are betore mentioned, and give away their believing Parents 
part that- they have in them, to the World; which makes 
Confuſion, and grieves God's good Spirit, and ſmites their 
Parents with Grief, and ſuch as ſmore Father and" Mother 
in the time of the Law were to die, Exod. 21. 15. for Parents 
have a great Power and part in their Children, as in Nums. 
30.3,4,5. Ita Daughter in her Fathers Houſe unmarried make 
a Vow or Promiſe,her Father hath power to break it or eſtab- 
liſh it : and you may ſee, 1 Sam. 2. 3. &chap. old El did not 
uſe his Power to reſtrain his two Sons from their Wickednels, 
for which the Lord cut off the Arm of £1, cut off his Fami- 
ly from the Prieſthood ; and Belicyers are a Royal Pric{thood 
to offer to God ſpiritual Sacrifices. So they are to uſe their 
utmoſt Endeavours to reſtrain their Children from running 
into the World, which lies in Wickedneſs ; or into their Fa- 
ſhions'or Familiarity, which often doth great hurt,'as Jacob's 


Daughter, in viſiting the Daughters of the Land of Canaan, 
Was 
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was defiled: So Friends are to be carcſul to watch over their © 
Children, for their preſervation from thoſe things which | 
Youth is prone to fall into to their great hurt ; for we were l| 
but a fey at the firſt when God called and choſe us to be his | 
People; and now there is a young Generation ſprung up of 
youn?r Men and Women, many of them ſprung from the 
\ Leins of crue Belieyers, ard many of them runs into the Pride 
and Faſhions of the World, anu take Wives and Husbands of 
the World, and go to the Teachers of the World to be mar- 
ried; and ſo go from Gods Ordinance and Gods Joining: 
And men of the World ſec that Friends are a thriving People 
in their outward Subſtance, which makes them ſeck after 
Friends Children 'to marry with them: And ſome Friends, 
when their Rebellious Children have ſo done, (through Indul- 
gence and AfﬀeCtion to their Children, more thanthe publick 
good) have given them Portions : And this encourageth the 
World to ſeck Friends Childrenin Marriage,and encourageth 
wanton Children to conſent to them,by which meansa breach 
is made upon our Youth, to the wounding and prieving the 
Spirits of the Faithful rhat are Abrahams Children, and are of 
the ſame mind with aac and Rebekah, and cannor pive their 
Children in marriage to other People upon any account: 
Bur are willing to give their Children the ſame liberty as the 
Elders of Iſrael! did to the Daughters of Zelophehad, who 
might marry to.-whom they plcaſed in their own Tribe. So ; Ut 
Friends mult uſetheir godly endeayours, according to the ut- WK 
moſt of their Power, to ſtop the gap of ſuch proceedings that | 
their Arm be not cur oft asold E/7s was. And you may ſee 

before the Flood, when the Sons of God married with the 

Daupliters of Men, how it grieved God. And is itnor alt one 

when Friends marry with other People, and ſome Fricnds 

Children are ſurprized and hurt and ſpoiled, their Parents al- » 
lowing them to gointo the Finery and Faſhions of the Worls, af \ 
and 
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_ andtonviltand company With proud People, as FacoZ's Daugh. 
ter did with the Daughters of Canaan, by which opportunity 
the wasenſnared, So Friends arc to prevent ſuch things to 
the.urmoſt of their Power, and ſtop the breach that is made 
upon us by theſe things, that you may inherit Phixehar's Por- 
tion, an everlaſting Prieſthood in Chriſt our High-Prieſt, and 
the Covenant of Peace in Chriſt Jcſus,in whom there is Peace, 
... Which is the'defire of your truc Friend.  W. E. 
I + SW cri, bt Ay LAKAN AS C) 2 
The aforegoing Paper was read in the Men and Womens Meet- 
ngs, being aſſembled together in a weighty Sence of Truth, and 
Friends having good Unity with it, have added thereto the fol. 
lowing Teſtimony. 


Dear Friends every where in this Nationg, and elſewhere, 


WE= being 'met together in the Name and Fear of the 
Lord, and his Preſence and Power being with us; it 
was repreſented by ſeveral Friends, and that under a weight 
and burden of Spirit, that of late great hurt hath happened 
among Friends, through ſeverai young People going to the 
Prieſt to be married, and taking Husbands and Wives among 
the World, which hath been ſometimes occaſioned through 
too much Indulgence of Parents towards their Children, and 
ſometimes through the ſtubbornneſs of Children towards their 
Parents, and not hearkning to their Countel. 

Now Friends, the Lord having eſtabliſhed it as a Principle, 
that thoſe that proſeſs his everlaiting Trurh, ſhould neither 
go to a Prieſt ro be married, nor take Husbands or Wives 
from among the World, that are not of us; it fell weighty 
upon Friends to conſider of ſome way according to the Truth, 
as much as in them lay, to endeavour to prevent ſuch Practi- 
ces for the future: And in order thercunto, after a ſerious de- 


bare and ſeveral weighty Teſtimonies in that caſe _ of 
en 
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Men and Women) Friends concluded on the following Ad 
viſe and Counſel; deſiring that Friends in their reſpective pla' 
ces and ſtations will in diligence put it in practice. 

Firſt, Tha? all Parents, both Men and Women, take care to 
educate their Children in the awe and fear of the Lord, according 
to the Principles of the bleſſed Truth,taking care to reſtrain them 
. from ſuch Company aud Acquaintance that may allure them from 
* the way of Truth, into the Vanity of the World; and likewiſe to 
reſtrain them in any other things that may have a tendency to 
draw their Minds from the fear of the Lord, and from the ſence 
of his bleſſed Truth: That ſo through the ſence of the Truth in 
themſelves, it may ſo ballance their natural Afettions, that they 
may rightly ſee the ſtates and conditions of their Children, as to 
give that wholſome Advice and Counſel that may anſwer the Wit- 
neſs of God in them. 

Secondly, If any Friends do percerve that their Children are 
under ſuch a Temptation, as to goto a Prieft to be married, or to 
take one of the World to Flusband or Wife; if they will not hear 
that counſel and advice, whichin the fear of the Lord they give 
them ; then let them inform Friends,that they may deal with them 
in the order of the Geſpel, that ſo, if poſſible, they may be preſer- 
ved out of the ſnare,or the greater weight of Tudgment way be laid 
on them by their Parents in particular, and Friends in general. 

Thirdly, /f notwirh/tanding the advice and counſel of Parents 
and Friends, any young People do fall into the aforementioned 
evils; we defire and adviſe all Parents to keep wery ſtridtly to the 
principle of Truth in themſelves, in their condutt towards their 

hildren,which we believe will reſtrain them from paſſing by that 
alt of great Diſobeatence unto themſelves in particular, and the 
Lord and his Truth in general, until ſuch time that Friends, 
rough their true Repentance recerve them into Unity again : 
4nd further, we believe that it will beſt. anſwer the Truth, for 
arents to withhold giving ſuch diſobedient Children any out- 
ward 
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ward Fortion, until ſuch time they ve reconciled to Truth and 
Friends as aforeſaid; for the withholding that may be inſtrumental 
to cauſe them to enter into a conſideration of their Diſobedience 
to the Lord and their Pmrenis, from whence true Repentance may 
ſpring, and uot only /o, butit may te an occaſion 40 prevent ot} CYS 
frem falling into ! he ſame Snare, and may put a /lop to ſome of the 
World in jeeking after cur Children on that account, 

Fourthly, We do dehire that Friends in every place will have . 
ſuch a watchſul Eye over ore anot{er in the fear of the Lord, that 
if they ſee any: Parents negligent tn their duty, by too mach in. 
dulging their Children thoſe things that Truth doth not allow, 
that they admoniſh them of it in the Love of God, and Sence of 
Truth, that ſo things may be kept well among/t as. : 

Filthly, As in the weighty Sence ef the bleſſed Truth we have 

a1Ven OUY arvice ane :ccounſe! 1h thy particular. g So in the ſame 
Sence we adviſe and counſel Friends in the general, that in all 
things they walk as Fecomes the Goſpel, taking heed that in more: 
ſpet they give way to any liberty which the Truth doth not allow 
of ; for that us ſo far from the true Chriſt ;an liberty that zt hath a 
tendencyto imbondage the Soul again, as the Apoſtle ſaid, Hold 
faſt the Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made you Free, and 
be no more entangled with the Yoak of Bondage, A4zd as 
the Lord hath ſct Limits and Bounds in his Truth,” our preſer- 
vation doth confiſt in keeping within the bounds ef it ; in which 
we may expedt the Bleſſings and Mercies of the Lord to ref Pon 
us, and to be multiplicd unto us and cur Children, to the Praiſe 
of his Name for ever. ; 


Given forth at the National Men and Womens Mectings, 
Aſſembled tozether in. Dabl;n the 107th day of the Third 
Month, 1680. "1% 


Signed in behaif of the ſaid Meetings, By Alexander Se.,, 
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1 Recommended to Friends in Truth, chieflyfor the ſake of the 
| 1] Weak'and Unſtable Minded, for lafor mation and Encouragement 
Oo} in our Chriſt:.an Unity and San y, held inthe Spirit of Chr itt, both 
and in Faith and Practice. 
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